AUSTIN FARM
Academy

Newsletter 20/06/2025

Dear parents/carers,

What an exciting week we have had! The sun has been shining and the children have been
working hard as always!

On Monday years 3 and 4 went on their trip to the Eden Project, the day was absolutely
fantastic, with the children exploring both biomes and discovering the vital role plants play in
our lives. They were particularly fascinated by how these incredible plants contribute to our



survival—such an important lesson! A standout moment for Year 4 was when they encountered
figs for the very first time, which perfectly linked back to a reading book they’ve been studying
in English. It was heart-warming to see their eyes light up with curiosity and excitement!
Learning outside the classroom truly enriches their educational journey, and we are so proud of
how engaged and enthusiastic they all were. A big thank you to everyone who made this trip
possible. Here’s to more adventures like this in the future!

Every day in school is important and it is a parent's legal duty to ensure their child is in school
regularly. Mrs Pickard and | attended some training on Monday for the launch of a new
attendance portal. This will enable the council to keep a closer eye on levels of attendance,
especially unauthorised holidays and react faster than previously. Remember, even if you call
your child in as sick and then we find out that you have been on holiday, fines can still be issued.
After only 10 sessions missed (including late after the register is closed) within a 10-week period,
the school and Plymouth City Council can take action.

On Tuesday, Miss Brokenshire and | had a meeting to arrange details of a 2-year phonics
partnership which we are starting in September with Kernow Learning Trust. This should result
in extra support for those children who are struggling with learning phonics and applying it in
their reading. It will also provide valuable training opportunities for our staff, although they are
already great at teaching phonics, it never hurts to refresh our knowledge.

On Wednesday, our teachers attended writing moderation meetings across the primary schools
in WeST; this was to ensure that the teacher assessments we are giving our children for writing

at the end of the year are of similar standards across the Trust. Look out for your child's end of

year report which will come home on Wednesday 9th July.

Today was crazy hair day! Instead of money, donations of toiletries for the toiletries tombola at
our Summer fair were gratefully received by the PTA, see the photos below for some of the
craziest hair styles!! If you forgot to bring in shower gel, shampoo, soap, moisturiser or any
other toiletries today, we will happily take them in on Monday.

Next Thursday is comfy shoe day! Wear your comfiest shoes/slippers/trainers in exchange for
sweets for the summer fair.

Next Wednesday is sports day!!The PTA will be selling drinks, crisps and cookies from outside
the kitchen for parents & children watching the event, before the gates open at 12.30.Please do
not go over to your child during sports day to give them any drinks or snacks as they will have
their water bottles with them and the PTA have bought ice poles for all children in the school to
have during sports day. After sports day there will be chocolate or vanilla ice creams, drinks and
cookies sold by the PTA from outside the school office.



Next year we will have new catering providers, Aspens; we are very excited to have new menus
in place from September and a new online ordering system. Please keep your eyes out for
further information in the next few weeks.

| hope you have a great weekend and enjoy the sunny weather on Saturday,













IMPORTANT - School admissions waiting list information from Plymouth City Council.

If your child is on a waiting list for another school please be aware that they will only remain on
the waiting list(s) until 31st July 2025 after which your child will automatically be removed.
Parents will have to apply for their child to re-join the waiting list by submitting a new In-Year
application, at any point from 1st August. Waiting lists will be cleared on the 31st July every
academic year going forward. Please see Plymouth admissions for more information. Home |
PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK

Foundation/Year 1: This week, the Year 1s have been completing their assessments and have
been trying really hard - they can feel very proud of themselves for the effort they have put

in. In our 'Great Explorers' topic in History we have learnt about Neil Armstrong, the first person
to walk on the moon! We learnt about his journey to becoming an astronaut and exploring
space! We learnt his famous saying - "One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind". We
have also been practising for our sports day next week, learning how to work hard to support
our team.


https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/

Year 2: In our history this week we have continued our learning about The Stone Age. We have
explored how our ancestors were hunter-gatherers as they hunted their food using tools they
made, and then gathered other foods to bring back to their families. We have also been looking
at the term ‘pre-historic’. We have learnt that our ancestors did not write things down, instead
they drew paintings on the walls of caves. We were able to create our own paintings on a
picture of a cave wall. We drew images of a woolly mammoth, a goat and deer.

Year 3: This week, we have started to design our healthy salad ready for when we come to make
them for our picnic in a couple of weeks. We have enjoyed comparing salads and saying about
what we need to include in the ingredients, and equipment lists. In maths, we've been learning
how to tell the time to the nearest minute, and this has proven difficult for many of us, but
we've persevered and made lots of progress.



Year 4: This week, our enthusiastic Year 4 students have been fully immersed in some exciting
learning adventures! In English, they have been exploring the world of direct speech. It's
wonderful to see their creativity shine as they practise using inverted commas and reporting
dialogue! Meanwhile, in Maths, the focus has shifted to symmetry, where the class have been
discovering patterns and shapes. Their problem-solving skills are truly blossoming as they create
symmetrical masterpieces! In Science, we're embarking on a new unit all about classifying
plants and animals. The children are eager to learn more about the how we can categorise living
things. It's been a week full of engagement and enthusiasm, and we can't wait to see what next
week brings!

Year 5/6: This week we have been looking at how clothes are designed using Computer assisted
Technology in DT. We have been practising events for our sports day and are looking forward to
showing you our skills next Wednesday. We have been practising how to write an explanation
text for our "Cracking Contraptions" in English.



Summer Fair 2025

Austin Farm Academy Summer Fair
Friday 4*" July 2025 — 3:30pm-5:00pm

e Bouncy castle e Tin can ally

e Beat the goalie e Sponge the teacher

e Glitter hair and braids (picture)

e Raffle e Win £50 (£1 per square)

e Tuck shop e And many more...

e Bric a Brac stall

e Tombola 50p Adult entry.

e Hook a Duck

e Hoop the bottle If you are interested in hiring a stall

o Lucky dip from us. £10 a stall, please contact
the office.

e Spin the wheel

Learners of the week!!! Great job!!!
Foundation: B.Liburd

Year 1: S.Tippet

Year 2: T.Shepherd

Year 3: J.Nuttall

Year 4: O.Young

Year 5: M.Scott

Year 6: E.Shepherd



Well done to Year 4 on getting 94.5% attendance this week.

Dates to remember!!!

Wednesday 25th June - Sports Day 1.00 - 3.00 on the school field. Gates open at 12.30.

Thursday 26th June - Comfy shoe day! In exchange for sweets for the fair. Wear school uniform
but with trainers, slippers or any comfy shoes!

Friday 27th June - INSET day, no children in school.
Monday 30th June - Year 5 trip to the golf centre & Saltram.

Tuesday 1st July - EYFS/Year 1 trip to the steam railway.



Friday 4th July Mufti day! In exchange for a bottle for the Hoop a bottle stall. This is fair day -
wear what you want, ready for the fair!

Friday 4th July - Summer Fair 3.30 - 5.00 on the school field.
Wednesday 9th July - school reports out.
Friday 11th July - Year 6 prom 5.00 - 7.00pm in school hall.

Tuesday 15th July - Year 6 leaver's assembly 2.30pm in school hall. (including year 6
headteacher's award).

Thursday 17th July - Head teacher's award assembly for EYFS-Year 5. 2.30 in the school hall.



Information on term time holidays from West Country Schools Trust.

v

WESTCOUNTRY
SCHOOLS TRUST



WHAT THE NEW RULES
MEAN FOR ME

@l’m asingle parent of one child and we want to go on holiday for a week.

Your holiday

y
before you book anything.
b

notice fine.
‘The fine is £160 butf you pay itin 21 days it will be reduced to £80.

£160 N «»

L3

+£160 +£160 +£160  +£160
4 children & 1 parent = £640

Reduced to £320 if paid in 21 days

Ifin any period of not more than 3 years, your child has a 2nd and 3rd leave of absence
or pattern of irregular attendance...

é} 2ND TIME ) 3RD TIME
) A penalty notice fine will not be

2 parents and f\ i

v given. Instead, your case will be
ichid=e20 % cof B e
2 children = 640 - A magistrate can fine each parent
3 children = 960 ) q £2500 for each child
4 children = 1280 P 1 parent &4 children = £10,000
No discount for early payment 2 parents &4 children = £20,000

1 - Before you book your term time holiday, consider is it worth it? One of our families has been fined already this year, don't be
the next one.

5 minutes late, does it really matter ?
Lateness = Lost Learning

(Figures below are calculated over a school year)

e 5 Minutes late each day - 3 days lost

e 10 Minutes late each day - 6.5 days lost
e 15 Minutes late each day - 10 days lost
e 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost

e 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost



WeST Term Dates 2024-2025
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Important dates
Autumn Termn Dates: Monday to Friday 25 Ddober, Mavember to Friday 20 December
Tem 1 40 days (inc. School NPD Mon 2 Sept and WeST NPD Tues 3 Sept|
Term 135 days.

‘Spring Term Dates: Monday & Jansary to Friday 18 February, then Manday 24 Febriary to Friday 4 Agril
T 330 days (inc. School NPD Monday & January)
Tem & 30days

‘Swmmer Term Dates: Tuesday 21 April to Friday 23 May, then Manday 2 June to Tuesday 22 July (Note: NPDson Mo 21 and Tu 22 Jul '35 are
disaggregated for staff twilght tmining throughout the peor. The last day of the acoemic pear for students and staff is Friday 18 July 2625)
Term 5 23days
Term 637 days



WeST Term Dates 2025-2026

WeST Term Dates 2025-2026
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Community Notices

OUR PARENTING COURSES

ST

SOLIHULL

INCREDIBLE YEARS
L ———— soach
o hl support parents o mprove ther chid's
oehaviou,
o your elaionship Wi your i
Ourlncrecibl Years parenting programmes focuses on
: trengthening paren an e intractons,naturing
e rlioneis promotig pestive dacine el
A families promote social, emot
Goveiopmant inchilren.

We run 3 different Incredible Years

Incredible Years basic 1-3 years (12

al need: Spectrum Condition. (6 weeks, 2 hour
sessions)

CIRCLE OF SECURITY
(8 weeks, 2 hour sessons) U TIMID TO TIGER
“months 5 years ol

(8 weeks, 2 hour sessions)
8-11years
The Circle of Security parenting sessions are reflective T4 Tiger s ar ahviiel) Parenting based sopioach v
o ‘.\i:::::m::‘f::n:)«::: "“’I‘:;“:r‘m:";'d:";‘ h:?;v:‘mn ‘managing anxiety in children. It is based on evidence that
anxious children benefit substantially from a parenting
style that s clear, caim and consist

The group aims to explore the role of anxiety within a

Faciltators work with parents and care-givers to help family and how it develops.

them to: ‘The Timid to Tiger course explores:
Understand their child’s emotional wrld by learning to fesnidpreie sl feres (Y e o st S
read emotional needs. Understanding your child's anxiety and mz
behaviours related to this.
Support their child's ability to successfully manage RN Uaing pratee vabulld childsshi fonRcenice sl - .
smetions rewards to help your child's motivation,

Enhance the development of their child's self esteom.

inagin g ifficult behaviou
Honour the innate wisdom and desire for their child to \ HTAhIE or ¥ & reatly difficu bekavie
be secure.

ough connection. It's
toal

KINTSUGI HOPE
weeks, 2 hour sessions)

&8

Kintsugi Hope i

FOR A REFERRAL FORM
charityBased i the UK strivingto make  difference  paopl PLEASE CONTACT:

“Kintsug" s a Japanese technique for repairing pottery with seams of gold. The

word means golden joinery In Japanese. This repairs the brokenness in a way that

plymouthchildrenscentres
s il el @barnardos.org.uk

10 see a world where mental and emotional heah is understood and
accepted, with safe and supportive communities for averyone to grow and flourish
es coverad include; ST
Disappaintment, Email justina.hingston@barnardos.or;
Loss if you require further information about
Aniaty, :
e our courses or to discuss or follow up
Perfectionism,
Sham,

your parenting course referrals.
Resllonce.

Creche spaces are available but limited spaces.



STEP BY L g
STEP 4

Do you have any worries about your child's dévelopment?

O

’“sg

We have specialised groups to help with children who may have signs of
developmental delay and/or SEN.
Come along to one of our Step By Step groups to gain advice and support
for you and your child.

:’

® Monday

. ) The Barn family hub -10-11.15am
01

Tuesday
o Nomony Family Hub -10-11.15am

Wednesday
High View Family Hub - 1.30-2.45pm

Thursday
Whitleigh family hub 10-11.15am

No need to book, just come along
Or alternatively scan our QR for extra information

BARNARDOS



o BARNARDY'S

[ ]
Changing childhoods.
Changing lives.
CLICK HERE OR SCAN THE QR CODE TO ACCESS
OUR PADLET...

VISIT OUR PADLET FOR SONGS,
VIDEOS, TIPS, AND APPS. .

. TOOTH
BRUSHING

Let's Get Chatting

#LetsGetChattingPlymouth2025

People who can help
Tash works in the
Barnardo's Family Hub

One%/ Devon



Let's Get Chatting

#LetsGetChattingPlymouth2025

Respond when

. el
2 your child
3 L communicates
e
3 o .
One' Devon

Respond each
time your baby
communicates A

Oneron

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day

Be part of Plymouth’s exciting Armed Forces Day, as it returns to Plymouth Hoe on Saturday 28
June 2025. Each year Plymouth shows its support to the Armed Forces and celebrates their
outstanding contribution to the city and UK. Plymouth Armed Forces Day is one of the city’s
signature events, and last year saw approximately 45,000 visitors throughout the day, and is one
of the country’s largest Armed Forces Day celebrations outside of the National Event.

This is a great event to showcase your business to visitors, residents, service personnel, veterans
and military families. We have many pitch and advertising opportunities available, including the
LED big screen and official website, with prices starting from £100.

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day | Invest Plymouth



https://www.investplymouth.co.uk/news/promote-your-business-at-plymouth-armed-forces-day

Plymouth Informat
Advice and Suppo
for SEND |

(PIAS)

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice

and support (plymouthias.org.uk)

<
Livewell

Children, Young Person, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Understanding ADHD Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of
children and young people with a diagnosis of ADHD,
or on the diagnosis pathway

o o
Including topics such as, but not limited to

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net



https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Behavioural Toolkit Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of children with
neurodiversity related behavioural difficulties

(!

Including topics such as, but not limited to:

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives



‘, '3
Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Navigating the Journey Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of children on a
neurodiversity waiting list

1y

\‘:.oﬂ /

: I

Including topics such as, but not limited to:

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Sound Asleep Parent/Carer Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of
children with neurodiversity related sleep troubles

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives



BRAND NEW WOMEN’S PEER SUPPORT GROUP
STARTING FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAYS 6:30 - 8:30pm

Jan Cutting Healthy Living Centre
Scott Business Park, Beacon Park Rd
Plymouth
PL2 2PQ

[HETHRIVE TRIBE

WOMENS SUPPORT GROUP

Please like and message Or email
our Facebook Page Thethrivetribe2024@
The Thrive Tribe outlook.com
to register interest for more details
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