AUSTIN FARM
Academy

Newsletter 02/05/2025

Dear parents/carers,

How blessed we are to have had the beautiful sunshine this week, meaning we could finally go
onto the field at lunchtimes.

Please ensure your child has a cap & plenty of water in school each day. On hot days please
apply sun cream in the mornings; if you feel the need, please also send sun cream to school for



them to re-apply before lunch - please be aware that this must something they can manage
themselves; we recommend the roll-on style sunscreen for younger children.

On Tuesday, eight- year 5/6 children participated in the PSSP Quad Kids event at Foulston Park
(formerly Brickfields). Each athlete had to compete in a vortex throw, standing long jump, 75m
sprint and a gruelling 600m race! Each of them represented the school well, showing resilience
and perseverance throughout the afternoon. Well done team Austin Farm!

On Wednesday, Heidi (Westcountry Schools Trust early reading leader), came to see phonics
lessons in action; she was impressed with the teaching of phonics by our staff and the progress
most of our children are making. Thank you for supporting this vital skill at home. Reading is the
key to all curriculum subjects and knowing their sounds is the first step in that journey. Please
practise sounds & read daily with your child. Re-reading the same book is really important for
them to develop their fluency & confidence and it gives them a chance to show off their skills to
several family members!

For free delivery to school on your child's school group photograph order online by Wednesday
7th May 2025. Order via the Tempest website using your unique link or visit School Photography

Next Friday our PTA is holding a short meeting to set a date and collect ideas for stalls for our
Summer Fair. If you can attend between 9.00 - 9.30 please come to the school office after
school drop off. We welcome new members and new ideas; many hands make light work!

| hope you all enjoy the bank holiday weekend, see you next Tuesday!

Mrs Baptiste


https://www.tempest-photography.co.uk/our-photography-services/school-photography
















Foundation/year 1:

This week we have been learning more about Koalas as part of our English work, writing fact-
files about what they like to eat and where they live! Did you know that a Koala can sleep up to
20 hours a day? This links to our new science topic that we have started this week which is all
about animals, specifically vertebrates. The children had a go at identifying different animals
and began to understand features of animals that are similar or different. We have been
learning all about what makes a good friend in our PSHE lessons and how we can support our
friends when they need us. Finally, in our Geography lessons, children have been learning about
the capital cities of the United Kingdom and also the flags of each country within the United
Kingdom.

Year 2: In our new English unit, we have been reading the adventure story Traction Man Is Here!
We have come up with actions to a story map to help us learn key parts of the text. We have
also been exploring our likes, dislikes, patterns in the text and anything that we found puzzling
about the story. We have really enjoyed reading about the many adventures Traction Man likes
to go on, and have found him to be a very funny character through his actions and words.



Year 3: In science, we have now completed our final lesson on ‘Friction and Magnets’. The
children have enjoyed learning about contact and non-contact forces and have enjoyed testing
the strength of different magnets using various methods. The children have improved their
knowledge of using tables to display their information. In maths, were have moved on to
learning about capacity and have learned how to covert measurements into millilitres and litres.
Well done, year 3 @

1Litre =600




Year 4: This week, our amazing Year 4 pupils have been working tremendously hard on
partitioning decimals in their maths lessons! Their dedication and enthusiasm for learning have
truly shone through, and they are making great progress.In science, the class have been
experimenting in our new unit about sound. They've been delving into how sound travels and
what makes the sounds we hear every day. It's been a real joy to see their curiosity and
excitement grow! Additionally, in English, we've just kicked off our new unit all about rocks! The
class are eager to explore the different types of rocks and learn about their properties. What a
fantastic week of discovery and learning! Keep up the brilliant work, Year 4! @ 43,’,}

1/10 (Tenths)
Units Decimal Point 1/100 (Hundredths)
Tens 1/1000 (Thousandths)
17 .99l
10x Bigger
10x Smaller

Year 5/6: Year 6 have been busy practising for SATs which are coming up the week after next, it
is a good opportunity to show off what we know, keep it up year 6, not long to go now! Year 5
have continued drawing, measuring and calculating angles - ask us what acute, obtuse and
reflex angles are. We also know how many degrees are in a right angle, a half turn and full turn.
Eight of us represented the school at Quad Kids, on one of the hottest days of the year so far!
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Year 6: E.Shepherd

LUNCH MENU 3

Lunch Menu 3

Monday
™Main Vezetaran Sides Jacket Potato School Dessert
packed lunch
Ham pizza Vegetable Bzan Beans + Cheese Ham “Artic roll
wrap Sweetcorn * Beans sandwiches
Spaghetti * Tums
Tuesday
Vegetarian Sides. JacketPotatoe | school | Dessert
packed lunch
Veggie Rotdozs Potatoss * Cheese Cheese ice Cream
Beans o Baans Sandwich Pots
. Tunz
Wednesday
™Main Vegetarian Sides Jacket Potato | schoolpacked | Dessert |
lunch
| RoastTurkey |  Caulflower | Roastpotatoss + Cheese Ham Flapjack and
Cheese Broccoli e Beans Sandwiches Fruit
carrots s Tuna
Beans
N
Thursday o
Main Vegetarian Sides Jacket Potato School Dessert
packed lunch
Chicken \_ Vegetable Beans * Cheese Cheese Custard Biscuits
curry curry Mixed Veg + Beans sandwiches
Swestcorn o Tuma
Pasta
Friday
Wain Vegetarian Sides Tacket Fotato | School packed Dessert
lunch
Fizh fingers GQuorn Vegan Beans s Cheese Tuna Tcz Tollies
Dippers Peas + Beans sandwiches
spaghetti hoops v e
Chips




Well done to Year 4 on getting 97.1% attendance this week.

Dates to remember!!!
9th May - PTA meeting 9.00 - 9.30am

12th - 15th May Year 6 SATs - Year 6 can come into the hall for an extra breakfast together from
8.35am (bacon sarnies, cereal or toast and jam)

12th May 2025 : Year 2 trip to Wembury

21st - 23rd May Year 6 residential - Pixie's Holt.



Information on term time holidays from West Country Schools Trust.
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WESTCOUNTRY
SCHOOLS TRUST



WHAT THE NEW RULES
MEAN FOR ME

@l’m asingle parent of one child and we want to go on holiday for a week.

Your holiday

y
before you book anything.
b

notice fine.
‘The fine is £160 butf you pay itin 21 days it will be reduced to £80.

£160 N «»

L3

+£160 +£160 +£160  +£160
4 children & 1 parent = £640

Reduced to £320 if paid in 21 days

Ifin any period of not more than 3 years, your child has a 2nd and 3rd leave of absence
or pattern of irregular attendance...

é} 2ND TIME ) 3RD TIME
) A penalty notice fine will not be

2 parents and f\ i

v given. Instead, your case will be
ichid=e20 % cof B e
2 children = 640 - A magistrate can fine each parent
3 children = 960 ) q £2500 for each child
4 children = 1280 P 1 parent &4 children = £10,000
No discount for early payment 2 parents &4 children = £20,000

2 - Before you book your term time holiday, consider is it worth it? One of our families has been fined already this year, don't be
the next one.

5 minutes late, does it really matter ?
Lateness = Lost Learning

(Figures below are calculated over a school year)

e 5 Minutes late each day - 3 days lost

e 10 Minutes late each day - 6.5 days lost
e 15 Minutes late each day - 10 days lost
e 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost

e 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost



WeST Term Dates 2024-2025
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Important dates
Autumn Termn Dates: Monday to Friday 25 Ddober, Mavember to Friday 20 December
Tem 1 40 days (inc. School NPD Mon 2 Sept and WeST NPD Tues 3 Sept|
Term 135 days.

‘Spring Term Dates: Monday & Jansary to Friday 18 February, then Manday 24 Febriary to Friday 4 Agril
T 330 days (inc. School NPD Monday & January)
Tem & 30days

‘Swmmer Term Dates: Tuesday 21 April to Friday 23 May, then Manday 2 June to Tuesday 22 July (Note: NPDson Mo 21 and Tu 22 Jul '35 are
disaggregated for staff twilght tmining throughout the peor. The last day of the acoemic pear for students and staff is Friday 18 July 2625)
Term 5 23days
Term 637 days



WeST Term Dates 2025-2026

WeST Term Dates 2025-2026
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Holiday periods
Bank holidays
Weekends
Trust NPDs
School NPDs

Community Notices

Support to access Early Years training and employment

Skills Launchpad Plymouth is working in city-wide partnership to connect local people and
businesses with opportunities for skills, training, education, careers and jobs. Whether you are
an employer struggling with recruiting or upskilling your team or thinking about the next steps
to take for your own career in the childcare sector, Skills Launchpad Plymouth can help.

To access support, visit the website www.skillslaunchpadplym.co.uk to access free resources or

sign up for 1:1 support. Alternatively, you can drop in and see the team on the first floor of
Barclays Bank in the city centre on a Monday between 10am and 2pm’

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day

Be part of Plymouth’s exciting Armed Forces Day, as it returns to Plymouth Hoe on Saturday 28
June 2025. Each year Plymouth shows its support to the Armed Forces and celebrates their
outstanding contribution to the city and UK. Plymouth Armed Forces Day is one of the city’s


http://www.skillslaunchpadplym.co.uk/

signature events, and last year saw approximately 45,000 visitors throughout the day, and is one
of the country’s largest Armed Forces Day celebrations outside of the National Event.

This is a great event to showcase your business to visitors, residents, service personnel, veterans
and military families. We have many pitch and advertising opportunities available, including the
LED big screen and official website, with prices starting from £100.

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day | Invest Plymouth

Online learning: free courses and resources for all Cornwall, Devon, the
Isles of Scilly, Plymouth and Torbay families. Plus, specialist emotional
and mental health learning for teenagers.

Free wellbeing online courses — inourplace

Family Workshops
tarting
PRIMA
Qchoo

Do you want to support your child to
settle into primary school-
Join us for our Learning together Peep
School readiness programme

Thursday 24™ April at Southway
Youth& Community Centre
1.30-2.30 or,

Friday 2nd May at Nomony Family
Hub 10-11.15

(weekly until Summer holidays) ’
3 \



https://www.investplymouth.co.uk/news/promote-your-business-at-plymouth-armed-forces-day
https://inourplace.co.uk/cornwall-and-devon/
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SEND SURVEY 2025




Healthy Families Group
Programme

/e your child a
start in life.

Free programme.

&
REmry

Healfhy Start, Brigufer fufore

is an evidence-based programme which supports families
with children (aged 0-5) to give them a great start in life and
develop a healthier lifestyle for the whole family!

Tuesday (AM) - Four Greens Family Hub
Wednesday (AM) - Four Woods Family Hub
Friday (AM) - The Barn Family Hub

Email: plymouthchildrenscentres@barnardos.org.uk
or Phone: 01752 366795

BARNARDAS




Family First Aid workshop



- FAMILY FIRST
AID WORKSHOP

Equip yourself with essential skills to handle
emergencies! Within this workshop you will
learn about:

CPR
The Recovery Position

How to assist with choking
Basic wound care
And more!
This informative workshop provides practical

knowledge and hands-on skills to help you
protect your loved ones.

To book on please contact your school/local
community centre.

Please note: This course is for knowledge and skill building and does
not result in a formal qualification.

course

),

w



Plymouth Informat
Advice and Suppo
for SEND |

(PIAS)

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice

and support (plymouthias.org.uk)

<
Livewell

Children, Young Person, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Understanding ADHD Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of
children and young people with a diagnosis of ADHD,
or on the diagnosis pathway

o o
Including topics such as, but not limited to

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net



https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Understanding Autism Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of children with
diagnosed ASC or on a diagnosis pathway

O
Including topics such as, but not limited to:

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

YWe support people to lead independent, healthy lives
)
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Behavioural Toolkit Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of children with
neurodiversity related behavioural difficulties

(!

Including topics such as, but not limited to:

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Navigating the Journey Parent/Carer
Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of children on a
neurodiversity waiting list

1y

\‘:.oﬂ /

: I

Including topics such as, but not limited to:

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives
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Livewell

Southwest

Children, Young People, and Families’

Neurodiversity Wellbeing Team

Sound Asleep Parent/Carer Workshop

An interactive workshop for parents and carers of
children with neurodiversity related sleep troubles

To book a place, give us a call on 01752 435404 or
email livewell.neurowellbeing.enquiries@nhs.net

We support people to (ead independent, healthy lives



BRAND NEW WOMEN’S PEER SUPPORT GROUP
STARTING FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAYS 6:30 - 8:30pm

Jan Cutting Healthy Living Centre
Scott Business Park, Beacon Park Rd
Plymouth
PL2 2PQ

[HETHRIVE TRIBE

WOMENS SUPPORT GROUP

Please like and message Or email
our Facebook Page Thethrivetribe2024@
The Thrive Tribe outlook.com
to register interest for more details
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