
 

   Newsletter  25/04/2025 
Dear parents/carers,  

Our first week back has been short but sweet! I hope you all had a lovely couple of weeks, at 

least the weather was good for the first week. This week the weather has been variable, and it 

is hard to know what to wear in the morning, but luckily it has been good enough for us to go 

outside for our play and lunchtimes. The children have come back calmer and more refreshed; 

they have been working hard, please see below for what they have been learning in class this 

week. 



PTA news!! 

Cash pot for schools. Thank you to all of you who shop at ASDA and have nominated our school 

for Parent Kind ASDA cash pot - you have raised £162.53 for the PTA. If you don't do this already, 

you just need to use your ASDA rewards app when you shop and click on our school, then we 

will receive a percentage of your spend. 

We are now very close to our goal for this year and will definitely be able to buy another piece 

of gym equipment soon. The next PTA meeting will be at 9am on Friday 9th May, where we will 

start our planning for the Summer fair. Please come to see what we are planning and find out 

how you could help, it will only take about half an hour. 

As you may be aware the programme Adolescence has brought to light the harm that can be 

done by un-monitored over-use of mobile phones and access to inappropriate content on social 

media - if you are interested in some information and advice for how to speak to your children 

about their online use, please access this link to find out 

more  https://smoothwall.com/adolescence 

Please remember that most apps have an age limit of 13 years old, so none of our children 

should be using them. 

The Argyle sporting afterschool clubs will not be happening due to the shortness of this term 

and the bank holidays meaning only 3 sessions for KS1; we will start these clubs again after May 

half term. 

On Wednesday you should have received your child's class photo via Teachers2parents, Tempest 

offer a free “deliver to school” option that is open for approximately 14 days, alternatively, 

home delivery is available at a cost of £5 postage and packing. If you need assistance or have 

any questions regarding placing an order, please call 01736 751555 (option 3) or click on the 

“contact” button on our website home page (htempest.co.uk) . 

I hope you have a great weekend, 

Mrs Baptiste 

Foundation/year 1: This week we have started lots of new and exciting topics! In English we 

have started our new book, "The Koala Who Could", which is all about being brave and trying 

new things. In Geography, we have started looking at the UK and the countries that are within 

it: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We have thought about what is similar and 

different between each of these countries. The children also had a go at making some "Butterfly 

Suncatchers" using paper and tissue paper in art & design! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcvhvB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2fCtc%2f5B%2b113%2fcvhvB04%2fVWBGZS3Xxdk-V37gn27HT7WLW1f4B6k5vKRV-N7RflyC3qn9gW7Y8-PT6lZ3pPW4wdvP45yMbyLN91FhL8W7NKfW4CbSBc6gHrN2W74cy841BfY0dN1g-tvmgb_QgN2W1S7JRb9FrW8XTrk73wgMWzVkYBqR978CRlW4zSK4K816zGLVmLbTH88XtsDN63wQY4XnjSqW1lSmvG7fqHlqW69-QCT5n2rZ5W76GplL8g03FjVz-5_F8fD-Z2W1pB7J54D4xqBW8p6B9g7Fx3gWW1dczrv4LvTztVt93147mR5b3W1TYZcy2xQV-5MK-BSQxQ3YmW3W6bmx3dkdtxW1yF2b06cs5YFW6tkcnk7WB5LNW7sj3pF3LMMS1W5W1jLg2WzF2Zf4z9jvd04&c=E,1,rx5RiyOZadBs9HZRRLsbgPi67VMptHSBuDDo21kca79w3M9pA7f5n0iJ7NxOiePqk4HOnxtYrbhdw1LnSg2gd_ZPOQvcMeamh0ATB73BOZqvKvD_5sgNl_j3z9M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.htempest.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,org9rPJ4eSjILA5-35AhDwvSRpQc8pmcDyavfAYtAvZNykNFWgZwvCeMQGUGdYRjKFPLmaprrXuRV-wMI2FhnzFg1xJPdtm9i4MfQUmMvQ-5Q0Rq016cCDuG&typo=1


 

Year 2: This week, we began our new art unit titled ‘The Stick Transformation Project’. Within 

our lesson this week, we completed a ‘roots and shoots’ challenge where we had to take a 

“seed” or “source” and then build roots and shoots, up and out, using a variety of materials. Our 

aim was to be playful and not have a preconceived outcome in mind, instead letting the process 

of playing and exploring with the materials to lead us to an end result. We really enjoyed the 

freedom and creativity! 

 



Year 3: What a first week back we’ve had! We’ve introduced our new book and have started to 

read various fairy tales. Going forward we’re asking the children to please read as many fairy 

tale books as possible at home to familiarise themselves with different stories. This will help 

when they come to write their own versions at the end of the unit. In our reading for meaning 

lessons, we read the opening to, ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes and then made predictions for 

what may happen next. The class produced some fantastic ideas! 

 

Year 4: We have come back to school ready to learn and showing great focus. In maths, we have 

been converting hundredths into decimals. The children have shown great perseverance, 

demonstrating their understanding through the lessons. In science, we have begun our new unit 

on sound! The class were eager to uncover the properties of sound waves and how we 

experience sound in our everyday lives. Their curiosity is infectious! In English, we have 

completed our independent writing tasks. The children are really developing their writing skills 

and stretching their imaginations. 



 

Year 5/6: This week we have been completing our speeches in English, inspired by famous 

speakers throughout History. The children have been researching and writing about issues 

important to them and have been delivering their speeches to the class.  A few year 6's are 

making the most out of SAT's club every Thursday 3:15pm-4:15pm. In Maths, year 5 are learning 

to draw and measure angles, using a protractor for the first time ever, it has been challenging 

but enjoyable to do something for the first time. 

 

 

1 - Well done to our learners of the week! 

Foundation: B.Liburd  

Year 1: M.Honeywill  

Year 2: C.Smith 

Year 3: O.Oliver  

Year 4: F.Niles 



Year 5: B.Hutson 

Year 6: I.Danbury 

LUNCH MENU 2 

 

Letter from Rob Haring CEO Westcountry Schools Trust 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you had a restful and enjoyable Easter break. As we return to our schools, I’d like to 

warmly welcome you to the Summer Term. 

Due to the late timing of Easter, Term 5 will be a short sprint to the Whitsun break. Almost 

immediately, the examination season will begin. The first GCSE exams (Business Studies and 

German) will take place on Friday 9th May, followed by English Literature on Monday 12th May, 

when our Year 11 students begin their exams in earnest. Our Year 6 pupils will also begin their 

KS2 SATs on the same morning with English papers 1 and 2. These moments matter—and we’re 

confident that, with your support, our children will shine. It is with great sadness that I inform 

you that Treve Mitchell recently passed away after a short illness. Treve was a wonderful servant 



and ambassador of both Ivybridge Community College and the Trust. He served as a Governor 

at Ivybridge for 25 years, 20 of which he spent as Chair—leading the school to become one of 

the first academy converters in 2010. He continued as a member and trustee of the newly 

formed Trust, chairing the Finance Committee until stepping down in September 2016. Even 

then, he remained an active and supportive member, lending his wisdom and experience at 

many Board meetings until earlier this year, when he finally retired from public service. We will 

all have our own special memories of Treve, who will be greatly missed. Community College and 

the Trust. 

As many of you will know from the national news, government spending on public services is 

under significant constraint. Sadly, education is not exempt from this pressure, and schools—

including ours—are working hard to safeguard the essential aspects of school life while 

managing increasingly tight budgets. In addition, the South West is experiencing a rapid decline 

in the birth rate, which is further compounding financial pressures. 

Despite these challenges, we remain committed to providing the highest quality education and 

support to our children. However, we may need to adjust our model of operation in certain 

areas. We understand this may cause concern and want to assure you that we are doing 

everything possible to manage our resources effectively while maintaining the standard of 

education and care you expect from us. 

On a personal note, I have informed the WeST Trust Board that I will be retiring from my role as 

CEO on 31st December 2025. After many fulfilling years of service, this decision was not made 

lightly. However, I believe this is the right time to pass the baton. It has been a deep honour to 

work alongside such dedicated and talented colleagues. The  progress and achievements we 

have made together have been incredibly heartening, and I am confident that the future holds 

even greater successes for the children and staff of WeST. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your ongoing support and 

commitment. The coming months will be a time of transition, and I look forward to working 

with you to ensure a smooth and seamless handover. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership in your child’s education. 

Best wishes,  

Rob Haring 

Chief Executive Officer 

Westcountry Schools Trust 



Well done to Year 4 on getting 99.4% attendance this week.  

 

Dates to remember!!! 

12th - 15th May Year 6 SATs - Year 6 can come into the hall for an extra breakfast together from 

8.35am (bacon sarnies, cereal or toast and jam) 

21st - 23rd May Year 6 residential - Pixie's Holt. 



Information on term time holidays from West Country Schools Trust.  

 



 

2 - Before you book your term time holiday, consider is it worth it? One of our families has been fined already this year, don't be 
the next one. 

5 minutes late, does it really matter ?  

Lateness = Lost Learning 

(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

 

• 5 Minutes late each day  - 3 days lost 

• 10 Minutes late each day  - 6.5 days lost 

• 15 Minutes late each day  - 10 days lost 

• 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost 

• 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost 



WeST Term Dates 2024-2025 

 



WeST Term Dates 2025-2026 

 

Community Notices 

Support to access Early Years training and employment 

Skills Launchpad Plymouth is working in city-wide partnership to connect local people and 

businesses with opportunities for skills, training, education, careers and jobs. Whether you are 

an employer struggling with recruiting or upskilling your team or thinking about the next steps 

to take for your own career in the childcare sector, Skills Launchpad Plymouth can help. 

To access support, visit the website www.skillslaunchpadplym.co.uk to access free resources or 

sign up for 1:1 support. Alternatively, you can drop in and see the team on the first floor of 

Barclays Bank in the city centre on a Monday between 10am and 2pm’ 

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day 

Be part of Plymouth’s exciting Armed Forces Day, as it returns to Plymouth Hoe on Saturday 28 

June 2025. Each year Plymouth shows its support to the Armed Forces and celebrates their 

outstanding contribution to the city and UK. Plymouth Armed Forces Day is one of the city’s 

http://www.skillslaunchpadplym.co.uk/


signature events, and last year saw approximately 45,000 visitors throughout the day, and is one 

of the country’s largest Armed Forces Day celebrations outside of the National Event. 

This is a great event to showcase your business to visitors, residents, service personnel, veterans 

and military families. We have many pitch and advertising opportunities available, including the 

LED big screen and official website, with prices starting from £100. 

Promote your business at Plymouth Armed Forces Day | Invest Plymouth 

Online learning: free courses and resources for all Cornwall, Devon, the 

Isles of Scilly, Plymouth and Torbay families. Plus, specialist emotional 

and mental health learning for teenagers. 

Free wellbeing online courses – inourplace 

Family Workshops 

 

https://www.investplymouth.co.uk/news/promote-your-business-at-plymouth-armed-forces-day
https://inourplace.co.uk/cornwall-and-devon/


 

 



 

 

 

Learn to weave  Treasure Hunt — 2 locations! 



 

To book, please contact: 

E: info@oncoursesouthwest.co.uk 

T: 01752 660713 

www.oncoursesouthwest.co.uk 



Family Fırst Aıd workshop 



 



 

 

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice 

and support (plymouthias.org.uk) 

 

https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/


 



 



 



 



 

 



 

Shekinah Easter 2025 Prayer Letter 

Heavenly Father, 

On this Easter day, we rejoice in the miracle of resurrection, the triumph of light over darkness, 

and the promise of new 

beginnings. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, 

who conquered death so that we may know 

life in its fullness. 

May our hearts be filled with hope, our spirits renewed with Your grace, and our lives 

reflect the love and compassion of Christ. 

Help us to walk in faith, sharing kindness and peace with those around us. 



 



Bless those who are struggling, bring comfort to the weary, and let the joy of Easter fill every 

home and heart. In Jesus’ name, www.shekinah.co.u Amen. k 

http://www.shekinah.co.uk/
http://www.shekinah.co.uk/
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