
 

   Newsletter  4/10/2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are over halfway through the term now and I can't believe time is flying by so fast! The 

children are working hard in their units of learning , please see below for what they have been 

doing in class this week. 

KS2 children - fresh fruit and vegetables are the only playtime snacks allowed in school, please 

do not send in yoghurts, sugary snacks etc. It has crept in, particularly with some year 4 children, 



and as soon as one does it the others want to do the same, we encourage healthy eating at 

school. 

Pokémon cards - please do not send these into school, there have been arguments about 

swapping and then minds being changed. Toys are not supposed to be brought into school 

unless by prior arrangement with the class teacher for specific children. We have equipment 

that we get out at lunchtimes for the children to enjoy and school council are looking into 

increasing this provision. On that note, if you shop at ASDA there is an app: Cash Pot for schools 

(For Parents | Parentkind). Each time you shop this leads to a donation for schools - our PTA has 

signed up and we will hope to donate money raised towards new playtime equipment. 

Uniform reminder - please remember no jewellery is allowed to be worn in school, especially on 

PE days. Children will be asked to remove any jewellery they wear as per the school uniform 

policy. 

TT Rockstars - we are no longer using TT Rockstars for homework, as we have noticed it hasn't 

made any difference to our children's times table learning or recall. Your teachers will send a 

link on Class Dojo to some free online times tables games on Mathsframe.co.uk which you can 

access instead. Please practise as much as possible until your child is fluent in these. 

Helping others... At Austin Farm Academy we are always very generous when thinking of others; 

this term we have two charity activities: 

On Monday 14th October we will be having a mufti day to raise money for Kidney Care UK- as 

you may be aware, one of our children has recently had a kidney transplant and has been 

receiving support from this organisation for a while. This would form part of a series of 

fundraising activities that the Cater family are doing for Kidney care UK. Please bring a donation 

to school and wear something green to show your support. 

On Monday 21st October we will be hosting Andrew from the Foodbank to collect our food 

donations for our harvest collections please start donating any of the following items: 

Long-life Fruit Juice 

UHT Milk 

Tinned Meat 

Tinned Fish 

Tinned Fruit 

Tinned Custard / Rice Pudding 

Tinned Tomatoes 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents


Pasta Sauces 

Cereal 

Biscuits 

Jams / Choc Spread / Peanut Butter 

Coffee/Teabags 

Toiletries (Toothpaste, Shower Gel, Deodorants, Shampoo etc). 

Thank you! 

Next week, Year 6 will have Bikeability training sessions Mon - Weds and Year 3 will have them 

on Tues and Weds please complete the consent forms online so that your children can take part 

in this. Please send them in with bikes and helmets if you have one, they can provide some, but 

we need to know how many before Monday, so completing the online form is vital. 

I hope you all have a great weekend, 

Mrs Baptiste 

 



 

Foundation & Year 1:  We have been learning to compare numbers and developing a deep 

understanding of numbers to 5. During our Science lessons we have been looking at animal 

body parts and labelling pictures. In Art we are exploring how to use split pins when making our 

animals.  

 

Year 2: For our art this week, Year 2/3 completed ‘autumn floor drawings’. We warmed up with 

a 5-minute continuous line drawing which we have looked at previously. Each group then had a 

‘tile’ of autumn objects which they had to draw on their large sheet of paper. Children were 



provided with a range of media to choose from, including charcoal, sketch pencils, handwriting 

pens and graphite; they took their time looking at the textures, shapes, sizes and shadows. 

 

Year 3: In our art lessons, we’ve been using continuous line drawings to draw objects we have 

found in and around the school. This week, we have started our floor drawings using the objects 

we found. We’ve used different media types such as various shades of pencil and charcoal to 

show depth using tone. In music, we have been using the glockenspiel to perform music to a 

song. We know the difference between a crotchet and a quaver. 

 



Year 4: This week year 4 have been observing the effects of sugary drinks on our eggs. Some 

children noted how the eggs started to float and how the shells are starting to appear damaged 

as the sugars attack the shell. Remind your children about the importance of brushing teeth 

twice daily for 2 minutes to keep their teeth strong and health 

Year 5/6: This week, we have been writing a class fiction story together titled ‘How the Elephant 

Became’. This is based on our English text ‘How the Whale Became’; we have had a big focus on 

using speech and punctuation accurately. In PE, we have finished our training as playleaders and 

are looking forward to taking on this role during lunchtimes. 

 

Attendance winners: Year 4 & Year 6  with 99%!!! 

 



Learners of the week, well done everyone!! 

 

 

Foundation: G.Palnikova 

Year 1:  S.Tippett 

Year 2: E.McGowan-Metters 

Year 3: E.Cordner 

Year 4: A.Cruickshank 

Year 5: F.Peet 

Year 6: I.Danbury 



Dates to remember!!! 

 

07/10/2024 - Bikeability Y3 & Yr6. 

08/10/2024 - Foundation and Year 1 fluoride varnish application. 

14/10/2024 - Mufti day. Wear something green for Kidney Care UK - cash donations to the 

school office please. 

21/10/2024  - Harvest festival - food donations for food bank. 

25/10/2024 - PTA Halloween dress up day - £1 entry - prize winner for best dressed in each 

class. 

04/11/2024  - 22/11/2024  - Year 4 Swimming 

06/11/2024  - Flu Vaccinations  

11/11/2024  - Remembrance day 

12/11/2024  - Wear odd socks day - Anti bullying week 

13/11/2024  - Parents evening - All classes 

14/11/2024  - Parents evening - All classes 

15/11/2024  - Children in need - Mufti day - Donations  

06/12/2024  - Christmas Fayre  

09/12/2024  - Christingle Service 

11/12/2024  - Christmas dinner and jumper day 

17/12/2024  - EYFS & KS1 Christmas play 2:30pm (tickets can be purchased closer to the time) 



18/12/2024  - KS2 Christmas play 2:30pm & 4:30pm (tickets can be purchased closer to the 

time) 

19/12/2024  - Class Christmas parties 

20/12/2024  - Last day of term.  

Menu Week 2 

 

 

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice 

and support (plymouthias.org.uk) 

https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/


Information on term time holidays from West Country Schools Trust.  

 



 



Term dates 
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