AUSTIN FARM
Academy

Newsletter 21/04/2023

Dear parents and carers

Welcome back! | hope you all had lovely Easter breaks. It has been great to see the children's smiling
faces and some sunny weather!This week the children have been busy working hard and getting back
into school routines, please see below for their class learning.Behind the scenes, our KS2 teachers have
been learning too! They attended training on our new KS2 History, Geography and RE curriculum that
will be launched in September, this is a very exciting development for us as a school and | will keep you
updated throughout this term as the training progresses.



Strike days: As you may be aware there are two more days of strike action by the NEU. Teachers do not
have to let me know if they are planning on taking strike action, however, the teachers here have
indicated to me their current intentions.Thursday 27th April - School will be closed to year 2 and year 3
all day. School will be open to all other classes. Tuesday 2nd May - School will be open to all

classes. However, please understand that this could change and if it does, | will let you know as soon as |
can.

| hope you have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Baptiste

Foundation: we have been exploring our new book called The Extraordinary Gardener. In this
beautiful story a boy called Joe creates a wonderful garden that he shares with everybody. We have
also been observing the signs of spring in our seasonal welly walk and observed some newts from our
school pond. In Maths we have been counting to 10 and counting on accurately through games like
hopscotch. In Jigsaw we have talked about our families, looked at our family photos and talked about
the jobs that we do in our families like making our beds or washing dishes.

-

Year 1: have started their new topic of toys and shared some of the lovely homework they had done
over the Easter break about toys from the 1960’s. We also planted our bean seeds and will be
watching them grow over the term.

Year 2: the children have been working hard on their calculation strategies in maths and have been
learning about how to search safely for information on the internet.



Year 3/4: we started our new topic in Geography on rainforests. In our first lesson, we used atlases to
locate countries that have rainforests and compared their location to that of the UK. After this, we
researched facts about a chosen rainforest and wrote a description using the facts we had learned. It
was super start to the unit.

Year 5: in Science this week, we have been learning about plant reproduction in our new unit about
living things. In English, we are sharing the book by Claire and Michael Morpurgo called "Where My
Wellies Take Me!" This will help us to write our own recount about a walk in our local area. In our

new Geography unit, we will be learning about the needs of our planet and how natural resources can
conserved.



Year 6: this week, we have been looking at a range of different Maths skills ranging from nets of 3D
shapes to translating and reflecting shapes in four quadrants by using our co-ordinates knowledge.
We started our new topic of living things and their habitats by the class classifying animals.

3D Shapes

Learners of the week, well done everyone !!

Foundation:

Year 1: L.McCoulough
Year 2: L.Borda

Year 3: L.Gray

Year 4:

Year 5: K.Millar

Year 6: K.Pinhey
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This week's attendance winners are...

Year 1, getting a 97% attendance this week.




Dates to remember!!!

May - Class Photo's - More details to follow.

Sports Day !!
~

Sports day has been preliminary booked for Monday 19th June 2023. Please note, this date is weather
dependent.



Dinner Menu w/b 24/04/2023 - Week menu 2

School packed lunches will available in the new term.

s pald via ParentPay. We
do ask that you could please
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admin@austinfarm.org.uk for more information
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Chiti Various Pizzas | Chicken Cury Roast Chicken Breaded Fish
wil diced polatoes with noan bread |

wilh Yorkshire P v chips or pasta
pm-g roost

orm By emllor . Boon

Vegetarian Korma
with rice and nacn
bread
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Cheesy Wheels
with herby wedge:

Spanish Omelette Roasted Vegelable Macaronl Cheese
with diced potatoes Fajita with gorlic bread
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Frult Muffins

ray  domEy oy forEmy

Custard Biscults

Chocolale Crispies Shortbread Carrot Cake
with frut pieces
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All items listed may
onlain allergens!

Jacket Poato, School Packed Lunch, Solad Bar,
yoghurt and fresh fruit available daily

The NSPCC is running a series of free Online Safety Workshops for Parents & Carers.
Core Content - The workshops are 1 hour and will help parents and carers to find out about:
e What children and young people are doing online

e Parental concerns



¢ What the risks are for young people in terms of what they see, do, and who they meet online
¢ How to manage these risks as a parent/carer

e Sources of help and support

Each workshop will also focus on a combination of the following topics:
e Gaming

¢ Social Media

¢ Online Bullying

¢ Parental controls

¢ Mental health and well being

¢ Modelling good behavio

¢ Online challenges, hoaxes and scams

e Persuasive design and screen time vs screen use

We would encourage that a lead professional from your setting is present on the training, so that you
are aware of any concerns and can follow up appropriately. You will also benefit from hearing the same
key messages as your parent/carer community. However, this isn’t mandatory.

For more information and to request joining details please email parentworkshops@nspcc.org.uk

Date [lime [Content

22 6-7pm [Core + Social Media + Mental Wellbeing + Online Bullying

March

28 6-7pm |Core + Gaming + Social Media + Online Friendships

March

5 April ¥-5pm [|Core + Gaming + Social Media + Bullying + Parental Controls
11 7-8pm |Core + Online bulling, social media +modelling good behaviour
April

19 6-7pm [Core + Social Media + Parental Controls

April

25 1-5pm |Core + gaming, parental controls & bullying
April



mailto:parentworkshops@nspcc.org.uk

Activities & Events for SEND: Spring 2023

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice and
support (plymouthias.org.uk)

Introduction to PIAS - YouTube



https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmXgv5Edxuo&feature=youtu.be

Staying safe online

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

OFCOM'’S 'CHILDREN AND PARENTS:
MEDIA USE AND ATTITUDES' REPORT 2023

Each year, Ofcom - Britain's reguiatory body for communications ~ produces an overview of hildren and
parents’ media experiences across the previous year. The latest verslon has just been released, and we've
pulled out some of the report’s most thought-provoking findings which relate to online safety ..
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Attendance.

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. The higher a child’s attendance, the
more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal
assessments. We are implementing new procedures to help parents get their children to school.

Do you know your child's attendance ?

95% Attendance - 2 whole weeks of school missed.
90% Attendance -4 whole weeks of school missed.
85% Attendance - 6 whole weeks of school missed.
80% Attendance - 8 whole weeks of school missed.

75% Attendance - 9 plus whole weeks of school missed.
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