
 

 Newsletter 12/05/2023 
Dear Parent/Carers, 

This week the year 6's have worked so hard to complete their SATs tests, some tests were harder than 

others and the main thing is they all tried their best and we are so proud of them. Thank you to all of the 

staff who have worked to support them not only this week but over all their years here. Next week, year 

2 will continue with their reading SAT tests, we are sure they will all be as amazing as year 6.  

Keeping fit and healthy! - we love to exercise here at Austin Farm Academy and have two exciting 

sporting events coming up:  



Plymouth half marathon - the children have been training at lunchtimes and hopefully are ready to run 

their final mile on Sunday morning. As stated in the letter you received on Tuesday, please meet Mrs 

Bojang, Mrs Robinson, Mrs King and me outside the Crowne Plaza Hotel at 10.30. The children will need 

to be wearing their official t-shirt with completed race number attached. (We will have some spare 

safety pins if you need them). We look forward to seeing you there! 

Plymouth Argyle half term roadshow - Wednesday 31st May - places are filling fast. If you are unable to 

access the online booking then we have paper booking forms at the office, please come and collect one. 

Once again, we apologise for class photos not taking place last Wednesday, we were unable to control 

this. We have now scheduled the class photos for Wednesday 17th May 2023. The children must wear 

school uniform to school, and if this is their PE day, please bring their PE kit with them. 

Thank you for supporting the school uniform policy as pointed out in the last couple of newsletters, 

there has been a definite improvement and the children look smarter! However, we are noticing an 

increase in toys being brought into school, please do not send your child in with a cuddly toy unless this 

is an agreement that has been made with the class teacher. 

We encourage the children to drink lots of water throughout the day, please remember to send them to 

school with a water bottle, but do not send them in with PRIME bottles, even if they only contain water. 

If we see any PRIME bottles in school then we will keep the bottle safe until the end of the day and we 

will provide your with child with a cup to drink water from instead. 

I hope you have a fun and active weekend, 

Foundation: We have been talking about our experiences celebrating the Coronation. We have been 

exploring how to make exotic mud feasts in our mud kitchen for street parties and celebrations. In 

Maths, we have been looking at teen numbers and making representations of them with Numicon 

and ten frames. In literacy we have just started our new book called Handa’s hen . In this story Handa 

is very worried at the beginning but has a wonderful surprise at the end. 

 

Year 1: this week, we have been looking at finding a half and a quarter of an object or a quantity in 

Maths. We used different objects to share into equal groups of 2 or 4.  The children worked really 

hard on understanding the concept.   



 

Year 2: we have been working hard completing practice tests ready for our SATs over the next two 

weeks. Our scores have really improved and we are ready for the challenge! 

 

Year 3: in Maths lessons, we have started our second unit on fractions. We have been adding and 

subtracting fractions and reminding ourselves about the importance of the whole. We have also been 

using bar models to help find unit fractions and non-unit fractions. It has been lovely to see everyone 

challenge themselves and use reasoning skills to solve tricky problems.  

 

Year 4: we have been working hard in Maths learning about decimals – they have been amazing!  In 

English we have started our practising writing.  The children have contributed excellent ideas to our 

class story. 

Year 5: this week we have been learning to use language such as parralled and perpendicular when 

describing shapes, lines and angles in Maths. In Science,  we have learnt about the work of Jane 



Goodall- the British scientist who has studied the chimpanzees for over 60 years. In RE, we learnt abut 

the message Jesus was trying to share when he gave his sermon on the mount.  

 

Year 6: this week has been our SATs week. The children have demonstrated resilience, perseverance 

but also (and in my opinion, just as important), compassion and support for each other. I am really, 

REALLY proud of each and every member of Year 6… and the breakfast has been good too! 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Learners of the week, well done everyone !! 

 

Foundation: L.Choak 

Year 1: O.Cruickshank 

Year 2:  

Year 3: J.Lyndon 

Year 4: K.McDonald  

Year 5: L.Stidwill 

Year 6:  All of Year  6  

. 

 



This week's attendance winners are... 

Year 6,  getting a 100% attendance this week.  

 

We are delighted to be hosting a PAFC Roadshow at Austin Farm Academy during Whitsun Half Term. 

The Roadshow will run on Wednesday 31st May which will be a Multi Sports Roadshow (Tennis, 

Football, Dodgeball and Netball) 

The roadshows are suitable for ages 5-12 years old and cost a reduced fee of only £14 for the day 

(usually £20). 

You can book on via the link below or pass the cash and consent form to the office. Forms are located 

in the admin office. 

Please ensure you bring a packed lunch, plenty of fluids and suitable attire for the day and to book on 

please use the link provided below.  

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/courses/plymouth-holiday.html 

 

Any questions, please feel free to ask 

Charlie Hardcastle 



 

Dates to remember!!! 

 

 

Class photos - Wednesday 17/05/2023  

Plymouth half marathon - Sunday 14/05/2023 

Yr5/6 Residential trip - Monday 22nd May 2023 

May half term - Friday 26/05/2023 - Children to return Monday 05/06/2023 

Paignton Zoo trip Thursday - 08/06/2023  

Sports day 19/06/2023 

Yr 6 Prom - 14/07/2023 



Dinner Menu  w/b 15/05/2023  - Week  menu 2 

 

School packed lunches are available 

 

 



Staying safe online 

Yr 6 Prom - Friday 14th July 2023 

 



 

Attendance.  

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. The higher a child’s attendance, the 

more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal 

assessments.  We are implementing new procedures to help parents get their children to school. 

 

Do you know your child's attendance ?  

95%  Attendance  - 2 whole   weeks of school missed. 

90% Attendance   - 4 whole   weeks of school missed. 

85%  Attendance  - 6 whole   weeks of school missed. 

80%  Attendance  - 8 whole   weeks of school missed. 

75%  Attendance  - 9 plus whole weeks of school missed. 



 



5 minutes late, does it really matter ?  

 

Lateness = Lost Learning 

(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

 

• 5 Minutes late each day  - 3 days lost 

• 10 Minutes late each day  - 6.5 days lost 

• 15 Minutes late each day  - 10 days lost 



• 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost 

• 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost 

Term dates 
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