
 

 Newsletter 14/07/2023 
Dear Parents/Carers 

What a busy week we have had...it was a little different from what I had anticipated on Monday 

morning!  

OFSTED 

As you know we had a 2-day visit from OFSTED, which began as a monitoring visit and was converted 

into a graded section 5 inspection; whilst we are unable to tell you the outcome until the Autumn 

term; I can let you know that the inspectors were very pleased with what they saw. As you would 



expect, your children did us all proud with their excellent behaviour and lovely manners; they 

demonstrated super attitudes towards each other and their learning.  The staff were amazing as 

always; they have worked relentlessly this year to improve the education that we offer your children 

and have definitely earned their summer holidays! I must thank you all for your support, as always you 

are loyal to our school and the inspectors appreciated your honest views. 

READING 

We love reading here at Austin Farm and it came out as a strength in our inspection this week. There 

are two summer challenges for your children to continue their reading over the summer holiday. On 

Monday in assembly one of the librarians from the local library came to introduce their Summer 

reading challenge, if your child goes to the library and reads one book a week for the 6 weeks and they 

will get rewards for their efforts. In class transitions your child's new teachers will have given a bingo 

reading challenge to each child, bring it in to show your new teacher in the first week back in 

September and we will reward them in school. 

On Monday the 28 children who achieved their AR target for the summer term will be able to come to 

school in mufti, if your child was one of those successful readers you will receive a message today 

letting you know. The rest of the school will been in normal school uniform on Monday. 

The last week is coming with lots of exciting events: 

Tuesday = 2pm Year 6 leaver's assembly for parents of Year 6 pupils only. 

Wednesday = Year 6 will be showing their assembly to the rest of the school. 

Thursday = 2.40pm Headteacher's assembly for classes from EYFS - Year 5, parents of winning will 

receive a secret invite early next week. 

Friday = last day of term! 

I hope you have a great weekend, despite the rain spoiling some of the outdoor events. 

Foundation:  On Monday we spent the morning in Year 1 and talked about how we were feeling about 

becoming Year 1's. We carefully drew our portraits ready for our classroom door. This week we have 

been exploring the amazing story Of Billy’s bucket in more depth. We have discovered incredible 

creatures living in our classroom bucket and written descriptive captions about them. In Maths, we 

have been looking at teen numbers and have explored ways of counting more quickly by counting on 

from a given number. 



 

Year 1:  We have been busy drawing and cutting their templates for their seaside bunting.  We learnt 

that a template is a pattern you use to draw around so that everything looks the same.  We then chose 

our coloured piece of felt and cut out our bunting.  Next week we are going to stick all our pieces 

together to make our finished bunting. 

Year 2: We have been working hard on a new unit in maths about statistics. They have learnt about 

tally charts and tables. Why not collect some data at home about favourite colours or ice cream 

flavours? Ask the children questions about the data that they have collected.  

 

1 - ice cream 



Year 3: In our SMSC Jigsaw lesson, we have been looking at family stereotypes and how some jobs 

might be seen as more appropriate for the role of the female or the male. We worked on how we 

could challenge people’s thinking whilst remaining respectful. We discussed how anyone can like 

anything they wish, and that we shouldn’t try to fit people into stereotypes by how they look or how 

they behave. We had some interesting conversations and the children remained respectful to one 

another throughout the lesson. 

Year 4:  In our SMSC Jigsaw lessons this week, we have looked at how we respond to change which is 

out of our control. We discussed the different emotions we might encounter in different scenarios and 

how we can deal with change in order to move forward. We know that if we can’t move on from 

change in a positive manner, then it can have a detrimental effect on our emotional wellbeing. Being 

accepting of change which is out of our control is always a good thing. Friends, family and trusted 

adults are always on hand to help. 

 

Year 5:  We have been working on a class shared write using technical vocabulary about a 

documentary based on Our Frozen Worlds by David Attenborough. We have also finished our History 

lessons on the Stone Age, which ew have enjoyed this half term. In SMSC we have learnt how to talk 

about what we are feeling excited and nervous for when we are in Year 6. 

 

Year 6:  We have enjoyed reading our class book ‘Boy and the Back of the Class’. When I stopped 

reading one afternoon, I was met with lots of ‘ahhhhhhs’ in frustration that it was such a enticing cliff 

hanger! We’ve also been working on our leaver's assembly and are ready to blow your socks off with 

our singing!! 



 

Learners of the week, well done everyone !! 

 

Foundation: N. Sands 

Year 1: L. Grayson 

Year 2:  C. Ludgate 

Year 3: B. Hutson 

Year 4:  All of year 4 

Year 5: B. Weir 

Year 6: E. Parry 



The attendance award goes to Year 3 getting a 97.9%  

 

 

2 - Fantastic job everyone!! 

Dates to remember!!! 

 

 

Last day of term - 21/07/2023 - Children to return Wednesday 06/09/2023.  

19/9/2023 - Family photos via Tempest - 8am-8:30am. Please book via Microsoft link, this will be sent 

closer to the time.  

19/09/2023 - Individual school photos 

Dinner Menu w/b 17/07/2023 

Monday: French bread Pizzas with wedges (Pepperoni and Cheese available) 

Tuesday: Pasta Bolognese with garlic bread. (Veggie Bolognese) 



Wednesday: Chicken and Ham pie with Sautéed potatoes. (Veggie Sausages) 

Thursday: Roast chicken (Veggie Cauliflower cheese) 

Friday: Fish cakes (Veggie Cheesy wheels)  

School packed lunches are available 

 

 



Austin Farm Academy - Vacancies (devwebsite.co.uk) 

 

https://austinfarmacademy.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=2


Kids Eat Free (or for a £1) over the Summer Holidays 

 



Staying safe online 

Term time holidays- - Is it worth it ?  

 

Two of our families have now been issued fines from  Plymouth County Council due to taking their 

child/ren out of school during term time. Please  follow the link below to understand the charges and 

potential legal action that these holidays can result in.  

 

Penalty notices for absence from school | PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/penalty-notices-absence-school


Attendance.  

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. The higher a child’s attendance, the 

more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal 

assessments.  We are implementing new procedures to help parents get their children to school. 

 

Do you know your child's attendance ?  

95%  Attendance  - 2 whole   weeks of school missed. 

90% Attendance   - 4 whole   weeks of school missed. 

85%  Attendance  - 6 whole   weeks of school missed. 

80%  Attendance  - 8 whole   weeks of school missed. 

75%  Attendance  - 9 plus whole weeks of school missed. 

 



5 minutes late, does it really matter ?  

 

Lateness = Lost Learning 

(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

 

• 5 Minutes late each day  - 3 days lost 

• 10 Minutes late each day  - 6.5 days lost 

• 15 Minutes late each day  - 10 days lost 



• 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost 

• 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost 

Term dates 

 



 

Argyle Roadshows 
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