
 

 Newsletter 13/10/2023 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

After such a sunny weekend only 5 days ago, we ended this week with cold and rain. Please 

remember to always bring a coat into school from now on, I think this Autumn weather is finally here 

to stay. The weather hasn't dampened the children's enthusiasm for work, please see below what 

they have been learning this week. 

Thank you all for your kindness and generosity so far, our Foodbank display is growing, Monday is the 

last day for any items you are able to donate. 

In assembly on Monday I introduced the 9 Acts of Kindness Challenge for Childline, this is starting 

now and finishing in the second week after half term: 6th - 10th November. School council have told 

the children more information and a parent letter will follow. Already, the children have completed 

two acts of kindness: 1) they have coloured in some Christmas bunting for the Starlight charity to 



decorate children's hospital wards for those poorly children and their families who have to spend 

their Christmas day in hospital and 2) made donations to the Plymouth Foodbank. What a great 

start! 

PTA  - We need you! After years of volunteering, several of our current PTA members have stepped 

down. We need new members to support the school and organise our fundraising. We have already 

had some interest, please come to the school office to let us know if you are interested/able to join. 

It is not a huge time commitment and is a great opportunity to meet other parents in the school who 

you might not usually get to know. 

On the first day back after half term, Tuesday 31st October, your child can come to school in 

Halloween fancy dress, for no cost. Please consider that there are young children in school, so please 

do not wear scary masks. 

On Friday 3rd November we are having a special Bonfire lunch: hot dogs (meat or vegetarian) and 

firework shortbread biscuits! Sounds delicious! 

I hope you have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Baptiste 

Foundation: we have been continuing to explore more than, fewer and the same with groups up to 5. 

The children are making really good progress with touching or moving each counter as they count. In 

English we have been talking about our main character who made up lots of stories about how she 

hurt her knee. We have been thinking about whether she has behaved in a nice way or a not nice 

way. We have been on an exciting Autumn hunt to find lots of different colour leaves and seeds. Our 

sounds this week are b, f, e, l, h. 

 

Year 1: we have been exploring part whole models and fact families. We have learnt that the whole is 

the largest number and we have discovered that we can move the parts around in the number 

sentence and also move the equals sign and add sign around too. In English we have been learning 

how we can add 'ing' to verbs like jump or cook to change our sentences. We have also been hunting 



for the signs of Autumn around our school. We have noticed how the days are getting shorter, the 

weather is changing and lots of trees are losing their leaves. 

 

Year 2:  this week we had an interesting lesson tasting and cutting different fruits.  We tried plums, 

bananas, oranges, apples and grapes.  We learnt how to carefully use a knife to cut the fruit.  We 

used our knowledge to design our own fruit salad that we will be making next week.  

 

Year 3: this week we have been writing our version of Book of Bones.  The children have been 

researching and writing about skunks, ostriches and Komodo dragons.  They are really excited to 

complete their class book!  The children have also designed their canopic jars…keep your eyes peeled 

for updates! 

 



Year 4/5: have been working very hard. The class have been really enjoying our RE lessons and have 

finally found out the last part of the story of Rama and Sita. Ask your child to tell you their favourite 

part of the story. 

 

Year 6: we have been learning how to use short division, some of us found this tricky at first but have 

shown true resilience. We have now mastered it!! We have finished our learning about the Hindu 

story, Rama and Sita. We are looking forward to relating the learning through this story to how 

Hindus celebrate today. 

 

Learners of the week, well done everyone!! 

 

Foundation: E. Ninnim 

Year 1: E. Goodwin 

Year 2: A-J. Warner 

Year 3:  P. Curran 



Year 4/5: K. McDonald 

Year 6: A-S. Lisenko 

. 

The attendance award goes to year 1 for getting 99.5% this week.  

 

 

1 - Fantastic job everyone!! 

Dates to remember!!! 

 

 

16/10/2023 - Foodbank collection & Harvest Festival 

20/10/20223 - Last day of term. 

30/10/2023 - Non pupil day. 

31/10/2023  - Children to return to school.  

31/10/2023 - Children can dress up in Halloween costumes. No scary masks.  

3/11/2023 - Bonfire Lunch! Hot dogs (Vegetarian Hot dogs) & firework shortbread biscuits! 



17/11/2023 - Children in Need Day - Details to follow.  

£5.00 Hobby Craft voucher.  

 

Follow this link to create an account and you get a £5 voucher after signing up: Sign in page with 

registration (hobbycraft.co.uk) 

Dress up for Halloween - 31/10/2023 

 

https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/login/
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/login/


Children can dress up in Halloween costumes. No scary masks, if we feel the mask is too scary for 

the little ones,  we will ask your child to remove it. 

Children in Need day   17/11/2023 

 

2 - Your child can come to school wearing something spotty! 



Harvest festival suggested donations.  

 

Long-life Fruit Juice 

UHT Milk 

Tinned Meat 

Tinned Fish 

Tinned Fruit 

Tinned Custard / Rice Pudding 

Tinned Tomatoes 

Pasta Sauces 

Cereal 

Biscuits 

Jams / Choco Spread / Peanut Butter 

Coffee 

Toiletries (Toothpaste, Shower Gel, Deodorants, Shampoo etc) 

Our Harvest Festival will be on Monday 16th October when the food will be blessed by Reverend 

Ann and Andrew from the Foodbank will come to collect our donations. 



Menu Week 2 

 

 



Social Media  

 

Whilst it has been amazing to share are "GOOD" news on Social Media, we cant help but notice 

that a number of our children have accounts/profiles on Social Media. We advise parents/carers 

that there is an age restriction on Social Media and encourage you to be cautious.  



Term time holidays- - Is it worth it ?  

 

Mulitple families have now been issued fines from Plymouth County Council due to taking their 

child/ren out of school during term time. Please  follow the link below to understand the charges 

and potential legal action that these holidays can result in.  

School attendance and absence | PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK 

Attendance.  

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. The higher a child’s attendance, 

the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal 

assessments.  We are implementing new procedures to help parents get their children to school. 

 

Do you know your child's attendance ?  

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/school-attendance-and-absence


95%  Attendance  - 2 whole   weeks of school missed. 

90% Attendance   - 4 whole   weeks of school missed. 

85%  Attendance  - 6 whole   weeks of school missed. 

80%  Attendance  - 8 whole   weeks of school missed. 

75%  Attendance  - 9 plus whole weeks of school missed. 

5 minutes late, does it really matter ?  

 

Lateness = Lost Learning 

(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

 



• 5 Minutes late each day  - 3 days lost 

• 10 Minutes late each day  - 6.5 days lost 

• 15 Minutes late each day  - 10 days lost 

• 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost 

• 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost 

Term dates 

 



Children's NHS Dentist  

 



Safeguarding posters 
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