
 

  Newsletter 01/02/2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Today is the first day of Spring, Happy St David's Day to our Welsh friends! We have had a mixed week of 

weather and we try to get the children outside as much as possible, please remember to send them in 

with waterproof coats, the weather often changes several times throughout the day! 

Year 4 have enjoyed a full week of swimming and have been bursting with pride about their progress and 

achievements; we are all very proud of them too. Next week is their last week of swimming lessons, 

please remember their swimming kit every day. 



Year 2 continued their road safety sessions and managed to avoid the rainy weather at the end of the 

week; they have one session left next week and are road safety experts now! 

Today, the children who achieved their Accelerated Reader targets last half term had a special mufti 

day, congratulations to our keen readers, please encourage your child to read at home and quiz in 

school; let's see how many will achieve their target this half term. Remember you can be informed of 

your child's success if you sign up for parent emails using the link your class teacher sent on Dojo last 

half term. Please ask if you need help to do this, we are happy to assist. 

PTA News!! Last term unfortunately we couldn't have a Christmas Fayre due to no parent volunteers for 

the PTA when the old team left. After this, we did have some parents say they would be keen to form a 

new PTA - now is your chance! Please come to meet us in the hall at 2.30pm on Wednesday 14th March, 

so we can explain some plans and what we will be working towards with our fundraising efforts. 

Next week: World book day on Thursday 7th March, your child can come to school dressed as a book 

character, or wear uniform and bring a clue as to who their favourite book character is. Please remind 

them to bring their favourite book to share with another child. All children will bring a token home for 

either £1 off a book or for a free World Book Day £1 book.  

Parents evenings: Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th March. Your child should have brought home a 

letter today for you to make a parent's evening appointment. Please return it to your child's class teacher, 

appointments are allocated on a first come basis. It is important for you to show your child that we are a 

team in their education and they love seeing your proud faces when they show you their work. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend, despite the yellow weather warning! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Foundation: this week the foundation children have enjoyed creating their own version of the poem 

'Pirate Pete'. They named their poem 'Pirate Panda'. They all contributed to the shared write 

enthusiastically and finished the week by drawing and labelling their very own Pirate Panda! 



 

Year 1: this week the year 1 children had fun extending their learning in Art. They have been focusing 

on the work of Bridget Riley and exploring her 'Optical Art' style. The children had the opportunity to 

create their own piece of art in the style using chalks. 

 

Year 2: this week year 2 have been learning all about Julia Donaldson and using their research to make 

a biography about her.  We learnt that she has written over 180 books and when she was little she 

wanted to marry a cat.  



 

Year 3: this week, Year 3 started a new PE unit on dance. Miss Bradley introduced the word ‘unison’ 

and how it meant we were all doing something together all at the same time. With that in mind, we 

moved around to counts of 8 and learned a small motif linked to what we are learning in our history 

topic (gods and goddesses). We’re looking forward to spending more time improving our dance and 

will show you all when we have finished. 

 

Year 4/5: the year 4s have been working hard on their swimming again and are already making 

massive improvements! In PSHE the children have been talking about the effects of smoking and 

alcohol on the body.  

 

1 - hea 

Year 6: this week we have been learning about Cyrus and how he became the King of the Persian 

Empire. We learned of his cunning plan and are looking forward to learning the rest of this story in the 

coming weeks. In English, we have been learning about the past participle forms of verbs and then 

using these in the passive voice. This sounds confusing but the children have shown real resilience in 



understanding this; making it in to a competitive game of connect 4 helped too! In Science, we have 

been investigating what happens to the brightness of the bulb when we add more batteries. 

 

Cyrus the Great | Biography & Facts | Britannica 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cyrus-the-Great


Learners of the week, well done everyone!! 

 

 

Foundation: R.Abbassi 

Year 1: D.Rice  

Year 2: H.Rice  

Year 3: S.Howells 

Year 4: F. Stevenson-Peet 

Year 5:  X.Ninnim 

Year 6: K.Millar 



The attendance award goes to yr 3  for getting 99% this week. Well 

done ! 

 

Dates to remember!!! 

 

07.03.24 - World book day - dress as a book character and bring in your favourite book to read with 

friends. 

15.03.24 - Comic Relief - Red Nose Day - Wear as much red as you can! 

19.03.24 - All years parents evening.  

20.03.24 - All years parents evening.  



28.3.24 - Last day of the Spring term. 

16.04.24 - Primary school offer from admissions 

23.04.23 - Deadline to accept Primary school offers.  

26.06.24 - Sports days (weather dependent) 

Menu Week 2 

 

 



2 - Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice and support 
(plymouthias.org.uk) 

 

https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/


Term time holidays- - Is it worth it ?  

 

Mulitple families have now been issued fines from Plymouth County Council due to taking their 

child/ren out of school during term time. Please  follow the link below to understand the charges and 

potential legal action that these holidays can result in.  



5 minutes late, does it really matter ?  

 

Lateness = Lost Learning 

(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

 

• 5 Minutes late each day  - 3 days lost 

• 10 Minutes late each day  - 6.5 days lost 

• 15 Minutes late each day  - 10 days lost 



• 20 Minutes late each day - 13 days lost 

• 30 Minutes late each day - 19 days lost 

Attendance.  

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. The higher a child’s attendance, the 

more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in exams and formal 

assessments.  We are implementing new procedures to help parents get their children to school. 

 

Do you know your child's attendance ?  

95%  Attendance  - 2 whole   weeks of school missed. 

90% Attendance   - 4 whole   weeks of school missed. 

85%  Attendance  - 6 whole   weeks of school missed. 

80%  Attendance  - 8 whole   weeks of school missed. 

75%  Attendance  - 9 plus whole weeks of school missed. 

School attendance and absence | PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/school-attendance-and-absence


Term dates 

 



 



Children's NHS Dentist  

 

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND. - Supplying you with information, advice and 

support (plymouthias.org.uk) 

https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/
https://www.plymouthias.org.uk/


Safeguarding posters 
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